Complex partial status epilepticus associated with anti-Hu paraneoplastic syndrome.
Although seizures can be a manifestation of paraneoplastic disorders, there are few descriptions of the association between the anti-Hu paraneoplastic syndrome and epilepsia partialis continua. A new case of refractory complex partial status epilepticus in a patient with a paraneoplastic syndrome associated with a poorly differentiated mediastinal tumor that expressed Hu antigen is described clinically, pathologically, and electrographically. We discuss the presentation of focal seizures in a disease that is characterized by diffuse pathologic involvement of the brain. The progression of EEG, MRI, and clinical findings during the course of the illness is also discussed. To our knowledge, this is the first description of paraneoplastic epilepsia partialis continua associated with diffuse pathologic abnormalities.